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MONTROSE PRINTING CENTER
Commercial Printing * Screen Printing
Graphic Design * T-Shirts * Signs & Banners

500 N Townsend Ave, Montrose, CO 81401
(970) 249-3508 » montroseprintingcenter.com
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910 South Fourth Street Montrose, CO
970-249-6641
wsorthodocs.com

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH OF GOD
2430 E. Niagara, Montrose - 249-7843
Web: www.abundantlifechurchofgod.net
Pastor: John Hayes

Sunday Worship: 10:30am - Wed. Night

Service: 7pm

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH
2057 S. Townsend Ave.

Sunday Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m.
Pastor Preston Gordon
allsaintsanglicanmontrose.org

ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
402 N. Hwy 50 Bus. Rt.,, Olathe
Rev. Justin Atchley, 970-323-5647

BAHA’l FAITH = DIVINE UNITY
417-4297 » 1-800-22UNITE e bahai.us
Unsealing Revelation with the Master Key.
Regular quotes from scripture. Impromptu
meetings.

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

112 Main St., Olathe ¢ 970-497-0790
Sunday School: 9:30 am ¢ Preaching:
10:30am & 6pm
biblebaptistchurcholathe.com

BUDDHIST MEDITATION
10 a.m. 907 Alpine Rd., Montrose.
Information: Shelley, 970-249-8557.

CALVARY CHAPEL

2201 S. Townsend Ave., Suite D, Montrose
970-240-9099 ¢ info@calvarymontrose.com
Pastor Ben Garate. Sunday Morning: 8:30 &
10:30am

CANYON VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH

32 N. Cedar Ave, Montrose ® 313-949-2064
Pastor David A. Ryburn

Sunday School: 9:30am ¢ Sunday Morning
Service: 10:30am ¢ Sunday Eve. Service: 6pm
¢ Wed. Bible Service: 7pm

CATCH THE FIRE SOAKING PRAYER CENTER
970-323-8755 ¢ BuildingHisHouse.org
Come soak in God's presence. No preaching,
no program, just meeting with God. 7pm - 9pm,
near Olathe, Colorado.

CEDAR CREEK CHURCH AN EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH

222 South Townsend Ave.

Pastor Curt Mudgett

See current service schedule at www.
cedarcreek.ws

Gratitude in the shadows

Pastor’s
Perspective
By The Rev. Wendy K. Kidd

Autumn arrives quietly,
with golden leaves
carpeting the ground and
a soft chill that settles into
the mornings. The long
days of summer are behind
us, and the brightness of
Christmas is still a few
weeks away. November
invites us to pause — to
breathe deeply, to reflect,
and to give thanks.

Thanksgiving is often
described as a holiday of
abundance — tables laden
with food, families gathered
around them, laughter
filling the room. But true
gratitude isn’t dependent on
abundance. In fact, some
of the deepest and most
transformative gratitude
grows out of places that
feel more like scarcity—
when we've lost something,
endured something, or had
to wait for something that
hasn’t yet arrived.

Scripture reminds
us repeatedly that
thanksgiving isn’t just a
reaction to good times,
but a discipline — a way of
seeing the world through
the lens of God’s presence.
The apostle Paul, writing
from prison, told the
Philippians, “Rejoice in the
Savior always! I say it again:
Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4)!
He wasn’t surrounded by
comfort or security when
he wrote those words.

Yet he had discovered a
secret: gratitude isn’t the
result of having everything
you want; it’s the result of
knowing that God is with
you even when you don't.

November, with its early
sunsets and emptying trees,
gives us an opportunity
to practice that kind of
gratitude. It invites us to
see beauty in transition —
to recognize that life itself
is a cycle of seasons, each
one bearing its own gifts.

As we move through this
month, many of us also
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carry memories of those
who are no longer sitting
at our tables. In some
churches, the first days of
November are marked by
All Saints” Day, a time to
remember those who have
gone before us in faith.
Their lives remind us that
gratitude often mingles
with grief. To be thankful
isn’t to pretend that
everything is perfect; it’s to
recognize that even in loss,
God’s love endures.

When I think of gratitude
in hard times, I'm reminded
of a story from a small
rural church. One year, a
devastating storm swept
through the region just
weeks before Thanksgiving.
Fields were flooded, homes
were damaged, and the
harvest — the lifeblood
of that community — was
nearly ruined.

But on Thanksgiving
Sunday, the church altar
overflowed with baskets
of bruised apples, muddy
squash, and imperfect
ears of corn. The farmers
had brought what they
could salvage, laying it all
before God as an offering
of thanks. “It’s not what we
hoped for,” one farmer said,
“but it’s what we have —
and it’s enough”

Gratitude isn’'t about
perfection; it’s about

presence. It’s about
acknowledging that even
when life falls short of our
expectations, God’s grace
still meets us there — in
the bruised apples, the
muddy fields, the half-
empty barns, and the quiet
persistence of faith.

Our world feels weary
in many ways: we carry
the weight of conflict and
uncertainty, of economic
strain and political
division, of personal
challenges that are
sometimes hard to name.
It might feel tempting to
cynically say, “What do I
have to be thankful for?”

Gratitude is an act of
defiance against despair.
It’s a way of saying that
God’s goodness is still
greater than the sum of our
troubles. When we give
thanks — sincerely, humbly,
even imperfectly — we're
making a declaration of
faith: that love still wins,
light still shines, hope is
still worth holding onto.

As we approach Advent,
this season of thankfulness
leads naturally to a season
of hope. The same God
who walked with us
through the shadows of
autumn will soon come to
us again in the light of a
newborn child. The story
of faith always moves from
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gratitude to hope — from
remembering what God has
done to trusting what God
will yet do.

So, this November, I
invite you to practice
gratitude not as a feeling,
but as a posture. Look for
the traces of grace that
run through your life — in
the kindness of a friend,
the beauty of a sunrise,
the laughter of a child,
the quiet peace of prayer.
Give thanks for the people
who've shaped you, and for
the God who's never left
you.

And if your table this
Thanksgiving feels a little
emptier, or your heart a
little heavier, remember
that God’s table is always
full — full of mercy, full of
compassion, full of room
for everyone who hungers
for grace. “Give thanks
for God’s goodness,” the
psalmist writes. “God’s love
endures forever” (Psalm
107:1).

May that enduring love
be your companion in this
season — in the abundance
and in the scarcity, in the
laughter and in the tears,
in the beauty of autumn’s
quiet gifts.

The Rev. Wendy Kidd
is pastor of Community
Spirit UCC and Hillcrest
Congregational UCC.

CELEBRATION CHURCH

Now meeting at 2900 Sunnyside Road.
Q70-497-4925

Pastor Brandon Mathis

Service times: Qam and 10:45am starting Sunday,
January /7

Sunday Celebration Groups 9:15 am

CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING

7th & Howard St., Delta, CO 81416 ¢ 874-3425
www.crsdelta.com

A Science of Mind Community

Sundays: 10:30am

CHURCH 180

Service fime 9:30 a.m. on Sundays

2303 S. Townsend Ave.,

Montrose, CO.

970-249-0000

For more info go to www.CHURCH180.net

CHURCH OF CHRIST
242 W. Main St. #5, Montrose
Aaron: 433-2010 e Chuck: 209-5356

Service: 10am

CHURCH OF CHRIST, MONTROSE

1215 Calm Water Dr. (North of 6700 Rd on Sunnyside) ©
249-4720 * montrosecofc.org

Sunday School: :30am ¢ Sunday Worship:

10:30am & 5pm

Wed. Bible Study, 7pm

CHURCH OF CHRIST, Ridgway
116 Mary St. (Corner of Hwy. 62 & Mary)
Q70-462-3158 for information

CHURCH OF CHRIST, San Juan

1414 Hawk Pkwy, Unit C ¢ 249-8116
sanjuanchurchofchrist.org

Evangelists: Tim Jensen, Wayne Isham, Dan Wilson

Bible Class: 10am * Sunday Morning Worship: 11am ®
Sunday Afternoon Worship: 1:30 pm

CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

746 N. Nevada Montrose

Wednesday evening prayer, 6 p.m.

Sunday morning, 10 a.m. worship service

Sunday evening, 6 p.m.

Pastor Jeremich Quinfin ® 308-293-4615 or 9/0-964-4765
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
1521 Hillcrest Cimarron Ward:

Bishop Phillips, 801-400-8294 home; 249-5373
office. 9:00 Sacrament Meeting

Black Canyon Ward: Bishop Richmond, 616-724-
8803 home; 240-2072 office. 12:30 Sacrament
Meeting

SanJuan Branch (Spanish Speaking): President Sergio
Munguia, 210-8421 home; 249-6048 office. 10:30

Sacrament Meeting

Family History Center (enter via south east door):
249-4739 Open: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays 1:00 to 4:00 pm, and Sundays 10:15 am
to 3:00 pm.

CHURCH OF THE WORD INTERNATIONAL
315 5th street Olathe, co
Pastor Jay Stoltzfus

CHURCH ON THE HILL

62985 Hwy 90 - Montrose, CO 81403
(970)249-6898
www.montrosechurchonthehill.org

Interim Pastor - Larry Chell

Worship Service - 9:30 am - Children’s Sunday
School

Nursery available as well.

Youth Group - Sundays at 6:00 pm

Mens, Ladies, & Small Bible Study Groups

throughout the week.

CHRIST’S CHURCH OF THE VALLEY

10 Hillcrest Way (located on E. Main)

Pastor Ken Lawrence ¢ 249-0530

Sunday School: 2:00 am * Sunday Worship:
10:30am

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod

Conference Room@ Hampton Inn
1980 N Townsend

Sunday Worship 9:00 am
970-633-0226

Montroselutheran@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY

129'S. Park

Sunday Service: 10am ¢ Sunday School: 10am
Wed. Testimony Meetings: noon.

CIRCLE 3 COWBOY FELLOWSHIP
62885 LaSalle Rd., Montrose
Sunday at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Contact Gary lear at 970-275-5579

COLONA COMMUNITY CHURCH

56 Thatcher, Colona

Alan Brock and the phone number to 512-636-
3462. Website is www.colonachurch.com
Sunday School: @:30am * Worship Service:
10:30am

COMMUNITY SPIRIT CHURCH
United Church of Christ ([UCC)
Progressive, inclusive, positive
Sunday Worship: 11:00 am

504 N. 1st Street » 970-765-7070

communityspiritucc.org

CROSS & SPURS COWBOY FELLOWSHIP
Meets each Sunday at & p.m. in the Pioneer Room of
Friendship Hall on the Montrose County Fairgrounds, 1001
N. Second St.. Contact Pastor Terry at 970-778-8516

CROSSROADS VICTORY

515 S. Hillcrest Dr. » 249-4319

Pastor Jeremy Jensen

Sunday: Worship Service 10am

Wednesday: 6pm Adult Bible Study, Spanish Study, Youth
Group and AWANAS for kids

FAITH PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF GOD
1712 H Road, Delta

Rev. William J. Harrison

©70-318-8896

Worship service Sunday 10 a.m

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1840 E. Niagara ® 249-4732
www.fpcmontrose.com

Rev. Jesse Mabanglo

Worship Services: 9:30 am

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

1020 S 5th 970-615-7110
gracebaptistmontrose.org
pastorshannon@gracebaptistmontrose.org

Sunday School 9:30 am

Worship Service 10:30 am

Afternoon Service 2:00 P.M.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 6:30 pm

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
16731 Woodgate Rd.
970-249-5306

Pastor Karl Leuthauser

Sat. Evening Service: 6 pm
Sunday Services: @ & 11 am

HILLCREST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

611 S. Hillerest (at Miami) o 249-9047
MontroseUCC.org

Sunday Worship: 10am

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Missouri Synod

600 N. 2nd. * 249-8811

Pastor Darryl Hannenberg

Sunday Worship: Qam ¢ Sunday Bible Study:
10:15am * Sunday School: 10:15am

IGLESIA VERDAD Y VIDA

10977 6075 Rd

Montrose, CO 81403
www.iglesioverdadyvida.com

Sunday Service (in Spanish) at 11:00am
Tuesday Bible Study & Prayer (in Spanish) at
6:30pm (720) 323-9619 or (970) 457-7015



