
• Christian nonproit supplies hand-
sewn dresses to little girls in Africa
• Montrose woman creates 119 
dresses in less than two years
• Williams: ‘each one of these girls is 
special’

BY LINDSEY ERIN KROSKOB
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NEWS EDITOR

As Marilyn Williams’ hands 
brushed gently over each little 
dress, she could recall in her 
mind exactly the little girl for 
whom she made it.

One has a country vibe, while 
others are bold and vibrant. 
Some are girly, some more 
classic.

“I want each one to be special 
because each one of  these girls 
is special,” she said. “I always 
had a little girl in mind when 
I would sew the dresses, and I 
would pray for her at the time, 
for her specifically, even if  I 
didn’t know who she was.”

In the last two years, Williams 
has sewn 119 dresses for the 
Little Dresses for Africa (LDfA) 
program, a nonprofit founded 
in 2008 with the goal of  provid-
ing relief  to children in Africa. 
Their most recent shipment of  
8,000 dresses was sent to South 
Africa.

“That’s kind of  mind blowing 
to think of  all the ladies that 
were involved in 8,000 dresses,” 
Williams said. “My 119 aren’t 
that many, but that’s 119 girls 
that are going to have a new 
dress. If  everybody sews a little 
bit, it adds up.”

The beginning

Williams’ “fabric stash” had 
been growing for years. She al-
ways thought she’d eventually 
learn to quilt, but “one of  these 
days” never came.

Then Williams saw a post 
on Facebook about a 99-year-
old Iowa woman named Lillian 
Weber, who had a goal of  sewing 
1,000 dresses for LDfA program 
before she turned 100 the follow-
ing May.

“She did. She passed 1,000, and 
a few months later, she passed 
away,” Williams said. “She made 
her goal, and then that was good 
enough.”

Williams said the founder of  
the nonprofit, Rachel O’Neill, 

• Johnson calls Super Bowl 
appearance ‘deining mo-
ment’ of his career
• Brady/Belichick among 
the best, former Indian 
says
• Johnson picking Falcons 
to win tonight

Editor’s note: The 
New England Patriots 
and Atlanta Falcons 
are set to compete in 
Super Bowl LI today. 
Montrose High graduate 
and former NFL punter 
Dirk Johnson faced the 
Patriots in Super Bowl 
XXXIX, so he knows first-
hand what it’s like to 
take on New England on 
the world’s biggest sport-
ing stage.

BY MATT LINDBERG
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Unlike the Atlanta 
Falcons, Montrose native 
Dirk Johnson already 
knows what it’s like to 
face the New England 
Patriots in the Super 
Bowl.

During the eight sea-
sons he served as a 
punter in the National 
Football League, 
Johnson played in Super 
Bowl XXXIX as a mem-
ber of  the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Johnson spent 
four years with the 
Eagles (2003-’06 sea-
sons), and the team won 
the NFC Championship 
Game during the 2004-
’05 season to make the 
Super Bowl, which was 
played in Jacksonville, 
Florida.

“I remember going 
to the stadium for the 
first time, standing on 
the field and just look-
ing around,” Johnson 
said of  what is now 
EverBank Field. “I re-
member the smell. I still 
have the cleats from that 
game. I took them off  
and put them in a bag.”

Johnson had one of  his 
best seasons that year, 

finishing with a 42.1-
yard per punt average 
with 20 downed inside 
the opponent’s 20-yard 
line. The Eagles went an 
impressive 13-3 overall 
before running into the 
Patriots that season.

The Super Bowl 
was close throughout, 
with New England and 
Philadelphia tied at 14 
by the end of  the third 
quarter. Johnson had 
the opportunity to punt 
five times in that game, 
finishing with 214 yards 
and averaging 42.8 yards 
per kick. Despite the 
Eagles’ late gallant ef-
fort, the Patriots end-
ed up winning 24-21 to 
claim their third title in 
four seasons.

Johnson isn’t bitter 
about the loss, though. A 
win would have been ide-
al, he said, but the close-
ness of  the contest was 
a dream for a competitor 
like him.

“The end — it came 
down to the end of  the 
game,” Johnson recalled. 
“That’s really all you 
want. It came down to a 
couple of  plays, and it 
was cool that at the end 
we had a chance to win 
or tie.”

Johnson got his start 
on the gridiron as a 
member of  the var-
sity football team at 
Montrose High School, 
where he shined as a 
wide receiver, punter 
and backup quarterback. 
He also played a little 
defense.

After graduating from 

MHS, Johnson head-
ed to the University of  
Northern Colorado, 
where he continued to 
make a name for himself. 
At UNC, Johnson was 
a three-time Division II 
All-American, in 1995-96 
as a punter, and as a de-
fensive back in 1997. In 
addition, the Bears won 
back-to-back national 
titles during Johnson’s 
time in Greeley. 

Following college, 

Johnson spent years try-
ing to fulfill his longtime 
dream of  playing in the 
NFL. After making four 
different stints in teams’ 
training camps, the New 
Orleans Saints signed 
him in 2002. 

But Johnson’s time 
in New Orleans was 
short, as the Saints cut 
him after only three 
games. Never one to 
quit, Johnson headed to 
Europe to continue his 

football efforts, draw-
ing attention by earning 
honors such as Special 
Teams Player of  the 
Week and being named 
to the NFL Europe’s All-
World League.

His play in Europe re-
sulted in the Eagles giv-
ing him a shot in train-
ing camp, where he beat 
out two veteran punters 
to land a three-year con-
tract with Philadelphia.

“I was very fortunate 

with the Eagles,” 
Johnson said. “The 
first year I was with the 
Eagles, we made it to 
the NFC Championship 
Game (The Carolina 
Panthers beat the 
Eagles 14-3 in that 
game). The second year, 
we made the Super 
Bowl. Everyone as-
pires to get there, but 
so much has to happen. 
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‘Super’ 
story

Montrose’s Johnson recalls battling 
Patriots in Super Bowl XXXIX

Dirk Johnson, a former punter with the Philadelphia Eagles who played in Super Bowl XXXIX, shows off a 
commemorative gold football from Super Bowl 50 on Saturday in his office at Montrose Real Estate Group. Duplicate 
balls were given to Johnson and to Montrose High School. Johnson is wearing the jersey he wore in Super Bowl 
XXXIX. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

‘I still have the 
cleats from that 
game. I took them 
off and put them 
in a bag.’

Dirk Johnson
Montrose native/Former 

NFL punter

See SUPER page A4

Montrose woman sews 119 
dresses for African children

Special little girl in mind

Marilyn Williams shows off some of the dresses she makes and additional 
fabrics that uses to make the dresses for an organization called ‘Little Dresses 
for Africa.’ (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

See SPECIAL page A3

Teresa Sherman, left, Karen Sherman Perez, Catharine 
Gates and Randy Edwards hold signs during a peace vigil 
Saturday at Demoret Park. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose 
Daily Press)

Residents hold 
vigil in reaction  
to Trump orders
BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

MONTROSE DAILY PRESS PHOTOJOURNALIST

Dozens of  area residents gathered Saturday morning 
for a peaceful vigil at Demoret Park carrying signs pro-
testing many of  President Trump’s executive orders, 
particularly what is being referred to as the “Muslim 
travel ban.”

Many passersby in their cars honked horns and 
waved in support of  the activists, while others were not 

See VIGIL page A11
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Chow Down

202 Main Street, Montrose • 970-249-5052

PET OF THE WEEK 

   Gator
Male, 7 Yrs 2 Months grey 

Domestic Long Hair Cat  You can 
visit Brewster, at the  

Montrose Animal Shelter, 
3383 N. Townsend Ave. 

The fee for a cat is $30. 

Kittens younger than 1 year are $50. 

Dogs are $60, and puppies are $75. 

The shelter is open from 

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, 
except for Fridays. 

All animals adopted from the 

Montrose Animal Shelter are 

spayed or neutered before going to 

their new homes and receive 

some vaccinations. 

For more information about Maisy

and other available pets, 

call 240-1487, or visit 

www.montrose.animalshelternet.com

Check out our 

new selection of 

Cat Trees!

X
N
L
V
3
1
3
5
6
2

as supportive.
“We’ve had a few fingers flipped our 

way,” said Dennis Olmstead, who joined 
the group. “Not too many; most folks 
seem supportive.”

Deborah Westervelt said she didn’t 
want to take credit for organizing the 
vigil. Instead, she said she called several 
friends and told them they needed to do 
something.

“I’m an American citizen, and it’s 
our duty as American citizens to ex-
ercise our free speech and also to up-
hold our Constitution and our Bill 
of  Rights — the first 10 amendments 
of  our Constitution,” she said. “Our 
Constitution, I believe, states that we 
do not discriminate based on religion, 
race, national origin. Some of  the things 
that are happening in our country are 
unconstitutional and go against our 
Constitution. 

“I am very fearful that our coun-
try is in trouble if  we do not follow 
our Constitution. I do not feel that this 
— what initially was called a ban on 
Muslims — was constitutional. I don’t 
believe that it was OK to hold people 
at airports around the (world) that had 
green cards and visas and rights to be 
here. I don’t believe that a 5-year-old 
child is a threat and should be held. I 
don’t believe a 75-year-old grandmother 
should be detained like that. That really 
broke my heart to see that happening.”

Westervelt said she was also con-
cerned “about our DACA kids, our 
dreamers,” noting there are many immi-
grants that we rely on in this country.

“We rely on their good gifts, their 
work and their efforts. I feel that they 
need a path to citizenship. I’m just really, 
totally against the hatred and bigotry 
and bullying that I’m seeing in different 

parts of  the country,” she said. “I do 
not want smaller towns and rural areas 
in this country to be painted with the 
brush that seems to be happening. I be-
lieve that many of  us do not hold those 
kind of  values. That’s the reason I’m out 
here today.”

Kim Spangrude, a nurse practitioner, 
was also among those standing up for 
what they believe to be right.

“You can’t be pro-life, call yourself  ‘a 
Christian’ and be anti-immigrant. It’s 
non-scriptural, it’s un-American. It’s 
wrong,” she said. “My family came here 
350 years ago. I don’t have any ancestors 
who came after the Revolutionary War. 
This is my country. This is my democ-
racy. I am going to stand up for it when 
people come in and try and change it.

“The things that are happening right 
now are wrong. They’re changing our 
basic values that founded this country. 
They’re just wrong. We won’t stand for 
it. We won’t let it happen. We’re going to 
boycott all of  the companies that Trump 
has holdings in. We’re going to call our 
senators and representatives until our 
fingers bleed, if  we have to. We’re going 
to march, we’re going to protest. We’re 
going to stand up. We’re going to speak 
up. We’re not going to be silent. We’re 
not going to be invisible. We’re not going 
anywhere. We are here because this is 
our country.”

Late in the two-hour vigil, as partici-
pants were more relaxed and chatting 
among themselves, a man wearing a 
Vietnam veteran’s cap walked up and 
began shouting at anyone and everyone 
involved.

“You should be ashamed of  yourself. 
All of  you people should be ashamed 
of  yourself,” screamed Steve Carey, 
of  Black Canyon Gunsmithing in 
Montrose. “What a bunch of  unpatriotic 
... un-American ... are there any veter-
ans here?”

As several veterans in the group 

raised their hands, he continued his 
rant.

“What a bunch of  traitors. You should 
be ashamed of  yourselves. Trump’s 
got it right. We don’t want these people 
(Muslims) in our country. If  they can’t 
be vetted, we don’t let them in. That’s all 
he’s saying. If  they can’t be vetted, we 
don’t let them in. That’s what Trump 
says.”

Marv Ballantyne, holding a sign that 
read, “We are ALL immigrants,” said 
Carey was exhibiting nationalism, not 
patriotism.

“It’s great to see that Montrose is not 
left out of  strong feelings about America 
and immigrants and freedom and on 
and on,” he added. “I just feel like we 
have to make a statement about what’s 
going on in our country since the in-
auguration. I’m nervous about the way 

things are going to go in the next four 
years.”

Other signs bore messages of  hope 
and love, (“Make America kind again,” 
“Build bridges, not walls”); others re-
lating to religion and refugees, (“Jesus 
would’ve been here, but he got (detained) 
at DIA,” “Refugees are welcome here”)

Robert Manley had the final word.
“I have come to the sad conclusion 

that my few remaining years — I’m 75 
— will be used constantly monitoring 
our new government and reacting and 
acting peacefully to the disastrous and 
outrageous, as they come,” he explained. 
“I’m going to try do everything with the 
Democrats to try to get a new congress 
in ‘18. It’s obvious that there’s no shy-
ness about committing high crimes and 
misdemeanors ... maybe the new con-
gress can do something about that.”

VIGIL
FROM PAGE A1

Sue Westervelt, left, and the Rev. Ahren Ashton, both veterans of the U.S. Navy, fold an 
American flag that was last flown after 9/11 on Saturday following a peaceful vigil in 
Demoret Park. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)


